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From the Editor 



In this issue of Muscogiana, we present three historic articles and a comprehensive index of 
all articles in the 23-year history of this journal. The historic articles each differ in their region and 
time frame. All are written by historians and educators who are well known to our readers and have 
been active in their fields for many years. 

In our lead article, Dr. Virginia Causey examines specific elements of 1930s - 1950s 
Columbus that surface in Carson McCullers' writings. Dr. Causey is a professor of history at 
Columbus State University. Our second article is by Kenneth H. Thomas Jr., whose credentials are 
extensive and include having been the State Historian for the Georgia Historic Preservation Division. 
Mr. Thomas has deep ancestral roots in Columbus, going back to 1836, and is the author of several 
books, including Images of America: Fort Benning. The third article is by Mike Bunn, Executive 
Director of the Historic Chattahoochee Commission and formerly the Curator of History for the 
Columbus Museum. His article is the first installment of a two-part article about one of the greatest 
Indian capitals in the south-east U.S. It may come as a surprise to most that this little known site is 
located within sight of what is now Columbus. Finally, the index was compiled by MGS member Dan 
Olds, with the assistance of Callie B. McGinnis, Rebecca V. Thomas and Jeffrey D. Olds, Dan's son. 
Dan is also responsible for compiling the cumulative surname index for Muscogiana, which appears 
on the Society's webpage. 

On myself, I am Edward Howard, new editor of Muscogiana. I have a M.A. in Historic 
Preservation from Georgia State University and a B.S. in Education from Columbus State University. I 
have lived in Columbus since 1988 (with the exception of 5 years) and am a Historic Preservation 
Specialist at Fort Benning. Historic research and writing has always been my passion, and relating to 
that, most of the aforementioned contributors are no strangers to me. They have served as my 
teachers, mentors and collaborators in research projects and formal education over the past several 
years. I am humbled to accept the position of editor of Muscogiana and hope you will enjoy this 
edition. 



Edward Howard 



On the cover: The photograph is of 26-year-old Carson McCullers, seated at her typewriter in her 
childhood home on Stark Ave. The date was in August 1943. Her house is now Columbus State 
University's Carson McCullers Center for Writers and Musicians. Columbus's influence on young 
Carson made a lasting impression and is evident in her writings. Her story begins on page 1. 
Muscogiana is grateful to the Carson McCullers Center for allowing use of the photo. 




CARSON MCCULLERS' COLUMBUS: AN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 

by Virginia Causey 



Carson McCullers grew up in Columbus, Georgia, in the 1920s and early 1930s, but fled for New 
York City as soon as she could at age 17. Though she never lived in Columbus again, she frequently 
visited, to the puzzlement of her New York set. In 1949, when a friend expressed surprise that she 
was going to Georgia for a visit, McCullers answered, "I must go home periodically to renew my 
sense of horror." 1 McCullers' home town provided both physical and thematic context for her work. 
Her writing drew on specific Columbus settings, but, more importantly, local themes of gender, social 
class, and race influenced McCullers' world view. 

Columbus's downtown shows up in McCullers' novels and stories. As Frankie walks on the main 
street in The Member of the Wedding, she sees "the same brick stores, about four blocks of them, 
the big white bank, and in the distance the many-windowed cotton mill. The wide street was divided 
by a narrow aisle of grass on either side of which the cars drove slowly in a browsing way." 2 The 
"white bank" is a cast-iron building originally built for a fire insurance company. 




Downtown Columbus in the 1920s The white iron bank 

Early in The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter, McCullers describes the town where Singer and Antonapoulos 
lived. The town, with its hot summers and short winters "was a fairly large one. On the main street 
there were several blocks of two-and three-story shops and business offices. But the largest 



1 Virginia Spencer Carr, ed., “Introduction,” in Collected Stories of Carson McCullers (Boston” 
Houghton Mifflin, 1987), viii. 

2 Carson McCullers, “The Member of the Wedding,” in Collected Stories of Carson McCullers, 302. 
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